CHILD HOOD
SUMMARY IN HINDI

dfo vius cpiu dks [kks nsus ls ijs”kku gSA og tkuuk pkgrk gS fd dc mlus viuk
cpiu [kks fn;k vFkkZr mldk cpiu dc chr x;kA og vyx vyx vUnkts yxkrk
gSA og vUnktk yxkrk gS fd D;k mldk cpiu 11 o’kZ dh vk;q esa ohr x;k Fkk] ;k
fQj ro chrk Fkk tc mls irk pyk fd udZ vkSj LoxZ dsoy dgus dh ckrsa gSa okLro
esa ;s dgha ekStwn gh ugha gSA
fQj og vUnktk yxkrk gS fd mldk cpiu rc ohrk to mls bl ckr dk irk pyus
yx x;k Fkk fd mez esa cM+s yksx mrus vPNs ugha gSa ftrus os fn[kkbZ nsrs gSaA os I;kj
Hkjh ckrsa rks djrsa gSa] vkSj I;kj djus dk mins”k rks nsrs gSa ij okLro esa os mrus izseiw.kZ
gksrs ugha gSaA
dfo fQj vUnktk yxkrk gS fd mldk cpiu ml fnu chrk gksxk ftl fnu mls ;g
irk pyk fd mldk fnekx okLro esa mldk gSA vFkZkRk og vius fnekd dk mi;ksx
vius vuqlkj tSls pkgs oSls dj ldrk gS u fd nwljksa dh ethZ ds vuqlkj] ;k fQj
rc chrk gksxk to mls irk pyk fd mlds fopkj mlds vius gSa u fd vU; yksxksa
dsA
dfo vUr esa iwNrk gS fd mldk cpiu dgkW x;k \ fQj [kqn gh mRrj Hkh nsrk gS fd
mldk cpiu dgha ,slh txg pyk x;k gS tks fd& lcds }kjk Hkqyk nh x;h gSA vUr
esa og ;gh dgrk gS fd esjk cpiu fdlh NksVs cPps ds psgjs esa tkdj Nqi x;k gSA

MAIN POINTS
1

The poet seems to be obsessed with the question: ‘When did my childhood
go?’

2.

When He completed eleven years, he grew rational. He realised that ‘hell’
and ‘haven’ are imaginary concepts and don’t exist anywhere but only in the
mind.

3.

There came a period in the poet’s life when he saw hypocrisy in the lives of
the grownups. Perhaps that was the time when he lost his childhood.

4.

When the poet developed his own individuality that was the stage when he
ceased to be a child.

5.

He started thinking independently without being influenced or directed by
other.

6.

In the last stanza the poet does not ask when he lost his childhood but asks
where his childhood has gone to?

7.

The poet himself gives an answer. His childhood stands for innocence
and it is lying hidden in the innocent face of an infant.

A. Read the stanza given below and answer the questions that follow :
- “ When did my childhood go?
Was it the day I ceased to be eleven,
Was it the time I realised that Hell and Heaven,
Could not be found in Geography,
And therefore could not be,
Was that the day!”
1. How did the poet realise his being grown up?
2. What does the Hell and heaven stand for?
3. What kind of phase of his life does the stanza reveal?
Ans.a. The poet realised his being grown up, when he was able to
differentiate between truth and fiction.
Ans.b. It stands for the world of imagination that fascinates only small
children. These are nothing but the product of our imaginative mind that helps
the person to escape from reality.
Ans.c. The stanza reveals the phase of rationalism.

B. Read the stanza given below and answer the questions that follow:
“ When did my childhood go?
Was it the time I realised that adults were not
All they seemed to be,
They talked of love and preached of love,
But did not act so lovingly,
Was that the day!”
1.What does the stanza expose?
2.According to the poem when did his childhood go?
3.What contrast did he find in adult’s behaviour?
Ans. 1. The stanza exposes the hypocrisy of the adult.

Ans. 2. It might go when he was able to analyse the contrast of adult’s way
of thinking and way of life.
Ans. 3. They talked of human values but did not practise in their day to day
life.
C. Read the stanza given below and answer the questions that follow:

“When did my childhood go?
Was it when I found my mind was really mine.
To use whichever way I choose,
Producing thoughts that were not those of other people
But my own, and mine alone
Was that the day!”
1. Explain ‘ My mind was really mine’?
2. Producing thoughts that were not those of other people means?
3. Which phase of life does this stanza show?
Ans1:

It means that poet was completely in control of himself.

Ans2:

The poet has gained confidence to express his view
independently.

Ans.3:

Individuality, transitional period – between childhood and
adulthood.

D. Read the stanza given below and answer the questions that follow:
“Where did my childhood go?
It went to some forgotten place,
That’s hidden in an infant’s face,
That’s all I know.”
1. Why is the poet eager to know the lost place of his childhood?
2. Where is the poet able to find his lost childhood?
3. What is the rhyme scheme of the above stanza?
Ans1:

(I) The poet cherished the childhood most.
(ii) The poet once again wishes to lead the innocent life of a
child.
(ii) The poet is eager to know where his childhood is hidden.

Ans2:

In the innocent face of infant.

Ans3:

abba

Answer the following question up to 40 words.
Q.1

Do you think the poet is nostalgic about his childhood? Does he feel
the loss of his childhood as a great loss?

Ans: Naturally, the poet grown nostalgic about his childhood. means
innocence and loss of it means t he loss of innocence. The poet suffers
from a sense of loss ans speculates on how and when he suffered that
loss.
Q.2

What does the poets say about the hypocrisy of the grown ups?

Ans: there was a process of growing up. He was no more a child when he
could see through the hypocrisy of the grown up people. It was a step
towards adulthood. The grownups are not as good as they appear to
be. Nor do they practise love in their actions as they preach it so
frequently.
Q3.

What is the difference between childhood and adulthood? Do you think
the only difference is between, that of innocence and ‘hypocrisy’?

Ans:

It appears so. Childhood stands for innocence. It knows no crafts or
hypocrisy. The moment the man is able to differentiate between the
preaching and actions of the grownups, he takes a step forward
towards maturity. Hypocrisy and crafty nature is associated only with
the world of adults.

Q4.

Has the poet got an answer to the question: “Where did my child hood
go?”

Ans:

It seems that the poet has got the final answer. He realises that his
childhood is lying hidden in an infant’s innocent face and has been
deliberately forgotten. His lost childhood is lying hidden somewhere in
the innocence which is present only over an infant’s face.

Q6.

Identify where the poet talks of:1 rationalism

2 hypocrisy

3 individuality

Ans:
1. The poet talks of his rationalism in first stanza. Here he comes to
realise for the first time that hell and heaven are imaginary concepts.
2. The poet talks about hypocrisy in second stanza when he comes to
know about that adults are not what they appear to be. They talk and
preach of love but seldom practice it.
3. The poet talks of his individuality in third stanza. Here is a person
whose mind is really his own and who can think independently. Who is
not directed and influence by others.
Q7.

What according to poem, is involved in the process of growing up?

Ans.

As a person grownups, he becomes rationalist, and egoist and a
hypocrite. He accepts nothing that is not logical. He does not believe in
hell and heaven. He becomes very conscious of his self. He wants to
follow his own desire and ideas. He becomes an egoist. He talks of

love and preaches of love, but is not so loving in actions. In short, he
loses all his innocence of his childhood.
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