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SUMMARY IN HINDI

;s dgkuh nks nksLr vferkHk /kks’k ,oa “kkfgn dh gSA ;s dgkuh ys[kd vferkHk
/kks’k dh vius nksLr “kkfgn dks ,d J)katfy gSA
ckr 25 vizsy 2001 dh gS eSaus vkxk “kkfgn vyh dks ;g ;kn fnykus ds fy,
Qksu fd;k fd vkt ge nksuksa dks ,d nksLr ds ;gkW yap esa tkuk gS vkSj eSa
mls ysus vkmaxkA ”kkfgn dk dSalj dk bykt py jgk Fkk ijUrq mldk
Lok”F; vHkh ,dne Bhd&Bkd Fkk] mlus eq>s crk;k fd mldks vHkh dqN
[kkl ijs”kkuh rks ugha gSA ijUrq fdlh&fdlh le; og phtksa dk Hkwy tkrk
gSA mlus eq>ls iqNk fd bldk eryc ;s rks fd og ejus okyk gSA
;)fi vkt ls igys ge mldh chekjh ds ckjs esa cgqr ckrsa dj pqds Fks
ijUrq vkt igyh ckj mlus viuh ekSr ds ckjs esa ckr dh FkhA eSa le> ugha
ik jgk Fkk fd mldh ckr dk D;k mRrj nwa\ eSaus ckrksa dks b/kj m/kj eksM+k
ijUrq og chp esa gh cksy iM+k ßtc eSa e:xka rqe esjs ckjs esa fy[kukAß eSa
vkokd~ jg x;k vkSj le> ugha ik;k fd D;k tckc nwaA eSaus “kkfgy ls dgk
fd og ,d ne Bhd gks tk;sxk] ijUrq og ekuk ugha og viuh ckrksa dks
ysdj cgqr xEHkhj FkkA mlus eq>ls dgk fd eSa mlls cknk d:a fd eSa mlds
ejus ds ckn mlds ckjs esa t:j fy[kqaxkA ;g ,d ,slk cknk Fkk tks dksbZ Hkh
nksLr vius nksLr ls ugha djuk pkgrk] ij esjs ikl dksbZ nwljk jkLrk ugha
Fkk] vkSj eSaus vUr esa dgk fd eSa t:j fy[kqaxk vkSj eSaus Qksu j[k fn;kA eSaus
,d iSu yh vkSj vkt ge nksuksa ds chp gq, ckrkZyki dh gj ckr fy[k nh
tks eq>s ;kn FkhA
eSa “kkfgn dks mlls feyus ls igys gh tkurk FkkA eq> ij mldh izfl)
dfork n dUVªh fonvkmV iksLV vkWfQl dk xgjk izHkko FkkA “kkfgn dk tUe
Jhuxj tEew d”ehj esa gqvk FkkA mldh vkSj Eksjh f”k{kk yxHkx ,d gh le;
esa fnYyh fo”ofo|kky; esa gq;h Fkh] ijUrq mldh vkSj esjh fnYyh fo”o
fo|ky; esa dHkh eqykdkr ugha gq;hA mlds vkSj esjs cgqr ls nksLr dkWeu FksA

1998 vkSj 1999 esa geus ,d nwljs ls Qksu ij ckr Hkh dh vksj ,d nks ckj
ge feys Hkh Fks] ij ge vHkh nksLr ugha cus FksA
gekjh tku igpku nksLrh esa rc cnyh tc “kkfgn esjs iM+ksl esa jgus
cqzdfyu vk;kA vc ge dHkh&dHkh Hkkstu ij fEkyrs Fks] gesa rqjUr gh irk
py x;k dh ge esa cgqr lh ckrsa dkWeu gSaA bl le; rd “kkfgy dk
Lok”F; cgqr [kjkc gks pqdk Fkk ijUrq mldh chekjh] gekjh nksLrh ds chp
dHkh vojks/k ugha cuhA ge nksuksa dks gh jksxu tks”k] jks”ku vkjk csxe ,oa
fd”kksj dqekj cgqr ilan FksA ge nksuksa dk fdzdsV ls dksbZ ysuk nsuk ugha Fkk
ijUrq gesa eqEcbZ;k fQYesa cgqr ilan vkrh FkhA pqafd “kkfgy dh gkyr ogqr
uktqd Fkh blfy, NksVh NksVh ckrsa Hkh cgqr igRo j[krh FkhA
,d fnu nksigj dks lqdsrq esgrk] tks fd cqzdfyu esa jgrs Fks] gekjs lkFk yap
ij vk;s tgka geus vius vM~Ms ds fy, ,d Iyku cuk;kA “kkfgy vM~Ms dks
ysdj dkQh mRrlkfgr FkkA le;&le; ij vU; ys[kd Hkh gekjs vM~Ms ij
vkus yxsA ,d fnu ,ls gh fdlh volj ij dSejk vkSj VSyhfotu okys ogka
ij vk x;sA “kkfng QksVks [khapkus ds fcYdqy ewM esa ugha Fkk ij eq>s QksVks
[khapkuk cgqr ilan FkkA
“kkfgn ds ikl v:fpdj dks :fpdj esa cnyus dh tknqbZ ;ksX;rk FkhA 21
ebZ dh ckr gS “kkfgn dk HkkbZ bdcky] cgu fguk vkSj eSa “kkfgn dks
vLIkrky ls ysus x;s tgkW fd mldk vkWijs”ku gqvk FkkA mldk flj eqaM+ok;k
x;k Fkk vksj mldh uaxh [kksiM+h ij V~;wej fn[kkbZ ns jgk FkkA Cghy ps;j
ysdj gkfLiVy dk xkMZ vk;k rks “kkfgn us mls ;g dg dj Hkxk fn;k fd
og [kqn vius iSjksa ij pydj tk;sxkA tc “kkfgn [kqn pyus yxk rks og
py ugha ik;k vkSj vius /kqVuksa ij >qd x;kA geus mls lgkjk nsdj [kM+k
fd;k rks og gkfLiVy dh nhokj ij ,sls >qd dj [kM+k Fkk ekuks mls ije
vkuUn dh izkfIr gks jgh gksA tc nqckjk Cghy ps;j ysdj gkfLiVy dk xkMZ
vk;k rks “kkfgn us mlls iwNk fd og dgkW dk jgus okyk gS\ tc xkMZ us
mls crk;k fd og bDosMksj dk jgus okyk gS rks “kkfgn us tksj ls rkyh
ctkbZ vkSj eqLdqjkrs gq, dgk fd og ges”kk Lisfu”k lh[kuk pkgrk Fkk rkfd
yksdkZ dks i<+ ldsA

“kkfgn dh feyulkfjrk dh dksbZ lhek ugha FkhA dHkh Hkh dksbZ ,slh “kke ugha
gksrh Fkh tc fd mlds cSBd esa ikVhZ u gks jgh gksA og dgrk Fkk fd mls
ikVhZ djuk ;k mRlo eukuk cgqr ilan gSA “kkfgn [kkuk cukus dh dyk esa
izfl) Fkk A og ,d fMuj ikVhZ dh rS;kjh esa dbZ fnu yxk nsrk Fkk og lwwa/k
dj crk nsrk Fkk fd dc [kkus esa ngh feykuh gS o jksxu tks”k RkS;kj gqvk ;k
ughaA og vius ns”k ds [kkus ds izfr nhokuk Fkk [kk”k dj ds iafMrksa dh “kSyh
esa d”ehjh Hkkstu dkA mlds CkSBd esa ges”kk vk/kk ntZu ;k mlls vf/kd
yksx bdV~Bs jgrs FksA ;|fi mldk thou chekjh ds }kjk lekIr fd;k tk
jgk Fkk fQj Hkh og geslk dHkh u lekIr gksus okys esys dk dsUnz foUnq jgrk
FkkA mlds dejs esa geslk dHkh u lekIr gksus okyh ckrksa dk esyk] gWlh dk
esyk] [kkus dk esyk vksj cs”kd dfork dks esyk yxk jgrk FkkA
tsEl eSfjy og dfo Fkk ftlus “kkfgn dh dfork dh fn”kk gh cny nhA
“kkfgn dh dfork ij fdlh Hkh C;fDr dk mruk izHkko ugha Fkk ftruk fd
tsEl eSfjy dkA “kkfgn egku xty xkf;dk csxe v[rj ds laxhr dk
nhokuk Fkk vkSj mudh gkftj tokch ls dkQh izHkkfor FkkA “kkfgn [kqn Hkh
dkQh gkftj tokc FkkA ,d ckj ckjflZyksuk gokbZ vM~Ms ij ,d efgyk
lqj{kkdehZ us mlls iwNk fd D;k og vius lkFk dksbZ ,slh pht rks ugha ys
tk jgk tks vU; yksxksa ds fy, [krjukd gks ldrh gSA “kkfgn us viuh Nkrh
ij gkFk j[kk vkSj fpYyk;k ß dsoy viuk fny ß
“kkfgn ,d foy{k.k v/;kid FkkA mlds Nk= mls iwtrs FksA mUgksaus ,d
if=dk Niok;h vkSj mlds ,d vad dks “kkfgn dks lefiZr fd;k FkkA mlus
vusd dkytksa vkSj vusd ;wuhoflZfV;ksa esa vusd ukSdfj;ka dhA mls 1999 esa
lkYV ysd flVh dh mVkg ;wuhoflZVh esa izksQslj fu;qDr fd;k x;kA
d”ehj esa fgalk vkSj izfrfgalk dk ml ij tcnZLr izHkko iM+kA mlus 1989 esa
fy[kk % ßd”ehj “kh/kz gh lpeqp yiVksa esa gksxkß ;)fi og ,d jktuSfrd
dfo ugha Fkk] ijUrq d”ehj mlds ys[ku dk dsUnzh; fo’k; cu x;kAog dgrk
Fkk dh og d”ehj ds HkkX; dk “kkfgn ¼xokg½ vkSj “kghn nksuksa FkkA og
d”ehj ds HkkX; ij cgqr nq[kh FkkA og foPkkjksa ls /keZ fujis{k FkkA og /keZ
vkSj jktuhfr dks vyx vyx utfj;s ls ns[krk FkkA og vius /keZ fujis{k
fopkjksa ds fy, viuh EkkW dks Js; nsrk FkkA og opiu esa vius /kj esa fgUnw

efUnj cukuk pkgrk Fkk ftlesa mldh ekW us mldh lgk;rk dhA mldh ekW
mlds fy, ewf=;ka o vU; lkexzh yk;hA
6 ebZ dks mldk gkfLiVy esa ,d VSLV gksuk Fkk ftlesa bl ckr dk irk
yxuk Fkk fd tks dheksFkSjih mldh dh tk jgh Fkh D;k mldk Qk;nk gks
jgk gS ;k ughaA eSaus mls dbZ Qksu fd;s ij mlus Qksu mBk;k ughaAfQj eSaus
mls nwljs fnu izkr% Qksu fd;k rks mlus eq>s crk;k fd [kcj vPNh ugha gS
aMkDVjksa us mls crk;k gS fd mlds ikl ,d lky ;k mlls de le; gSA eSa
HkkSpDdk jg x;k vkSj eSaus mlls iwNk fd vo og D;k djsXkk rks mlus fouk
ijs”kkuh ds mRrj fn;k fd og d”ehj esa ejuk pkgrk gSA ijUrq dqN dkuwuh
vkSj vU; dkj.kksa ls ,slk gks ugh ik;kA esjh “kkfgn ls vfUre eqykdkr 27
vDVqcj dks mlds HkkbZ ds /kj esa ,egLVZ esa gqbZ] og :d :d dj ckrsa dj
jgk FkkA mls viuh vkus okyh e`R;q dk ,glkl gks pqdk FkkA mlus eq>ls
,d ckj dgk Fkk ;fn e`R;q ds ckn Hkh thou gksrk gS rks ml thou esa og
viuh ekW ls feyuk pkgrk gSA mldh e`R;q 8 fnlEcj dks jkf= 2 cts gqbZ]
tcfd og lks;k gqvk FkkA
vkt mldh vuqifLFkfr esa eSa vk”p;Z pfdr gksrk gwW fd brus de le; fd
nksLrh Hkh bruh cM+h fjDrrk iSnk dj ldrh gSA vkt Hkh eq>s vius CkSBd esa
mldh mifLFkr eglw”k gksrh gSA
Important Points:
1. Shahid talked to the narrator about his approaching death on 25 April, 2001.
2. He has been under treatment of cancer for about 14 months.
3. The narrator consoled him that he would be fine soon.
4. Shahid wanted the narrator to write something about him. The narrator promised
to do so.
5. The narrator had already read Shahid’s ‘The Country Without a post office’. 6. His
illness didn’t impede the progress of their friendship.
7. Both of them loved Rogan josh, Roshanara Begum and Kishore Kumar. They also
liked old Bombay films and were indifferent to cricket.
8. Although critically ill, Shahid was full of life.
9. He sent the hospital escort away when he tried to help him.
10. Shahid was very social and fond of parties and food.
11. There was always ‘an endless mela of talk, laughter, food, and, of course, poetry’
at his house.
12. Shahid was famous for his skill in the kitchen. He could tell from its smell if rogan

josh was ready or not. He had a passion for the Kashmiri food.
13. Shahid was sharp in repartee.
14. Shahid was a brilliant teacher. He taught at many colleges and universities in the
U.S.A.
15. Shahid hated violence and the counter-violence in Kashmir. Kashmir was the
central theme of his poetry.
16. He was secular and believed in the separation of politics and religion.
17. He expressed his wish ‘to go back to Kashmir to die’ but was laid to rest in
Northampton.
Questions and Answers
Q1.

What impression of Shahid do you gather from the piece?

Ans.

Shahid Ali was multifaceted personality and appears to be sensitive soul. He
was born is Shrinagar and had studied in Delhi. Latter, he migrated to
America and served in various colleges and universities. Shahid was fine
scholar and brilliant teacher. His students loved and respected him. Shahid
was profound lover of good poetry, music, clothes, and food. He always
thought of Kashimir and was hurt by the mounting violence in the valley.
Though he was not a political poet, his finest work relates to writing about
Kashmir. He never lost the courage in the face of misfortune. Even dreadful
disease of cancer could not break his sprit. He refused to take the help of
wheel chair in the hospital.

Q2.

How do Shahid and the writer react to the knowledge that shahid is going to
die?

Ans. “Oh dear! I can’t see a thing……. I hope this doesn’t mean that I am dying”
The fear of death was very vividly visible in Shahid tone of voice and use of
words. He got scared when he felt for the first time that he was dying. When
his occasional memory lapses became more serious with passage of time, the
realization of death drawing nearer become stronger. When he was in a
conversation with Amitav Ghosh he said in a clear ringing voice- “When it
happens, I hope you will write something for me.” The write could think of
nothing to say on such a topic at last he had to promise,” I will do the best, I
can.” From that day, the writer started keeping a record of all the
conversations and meetings he had with Shahid. This record helped him to
fulfil his promise.
Q3.

When and where did Agha Shahid Ali first talk of his death?

Ans. Agha Shahid Ali spoke to the narrator about his approaching death on 25 April
2001. The narrator telephoned that he was coming to his apartment to pick
him up. They had to go to a friend’s house for lunch. Although they had talked
a great deal over the last many weeks, Shahid never touched upon the
subject of death.

Q4.

What request did Shahid make to the narrator and what did he say to
Shahid?

Ans. The narrator tried to console Shahid that he would be fine again. Shahid
ignored his assurance and cut him short. He requested the narrator to write
something after his death. The narrator was shocked into silence. But Shahid
insisted on extracting a promise. The narrator finally promised to write
something after his death.
Q5.

What common interests did the narrator share with Shahid Ali.

Ans. Love for poetry and literature bound the narrator with Shahid. His work “The
country Without a Post Office” made a deep impression on the narrator. They
had common friends in Delhi as well as in America. Love for rogan josh,
Roshanara Begam and Kishore Kumar further cemented their friendship. Both
of them were found of Bombay films and had a mutual indifference of Cricket.
Q6.

“ Shahid’s gregariousness had no limit” Explain?

Ans. Shahid was very social. There was never an evening when there was not a
party in his living room. There were always some half dozen or more people
gathered inside. They included poets, students, writers and relatives.
Someone would always be cooking or making tea in the kitchen. Almost to the
very end he was ‘endless mela of talk, laughter, food, and, of course, poetry.’
Q7.

Give an example to show Shahid’s sharpness in repartee.

Ans.

Shahid was quite witty. Once a lady security guard at Barcelona airport
stopped him. She asked what he was doing in Spane. “writing poetry” he said.
Finally the woman asked if he was caring anything that could be dangerous to
others passengers. Shahid clapped a hand to his chest and cried; “only my
heart.”

Q8.

Give an example to show Aga Shahid Ali’s secular credentials.

Ans. Shahid was secular in his outlook. He remained a firm believer in the
separation of religion and politics. His outlook was all inclusive. In his
childhood he wanted to create a small Hindu temple in his room in Shrinagar.
His mother bought him the idols and other things. He hated fanaticism.
Q9.

What do you learn of the Indian diaspora from the lesson?

Ans. The word diaspora means a dispersion of an originally homogeneous entity
such as language and culture. With reference to the context, Indian diaspora
becomes more prominent in Ghosh’s wirting. From this text we come to know
that a number of Indians have settled in different countries of the west,
specially America and England. Aga Shahid his two sisters and his brother,
Suketu Mehata and the writer form part of the Indian diaspora. These people,

though living in another land, never forgot about their roots. These Indian feel
a sense of unity and keep meeting each other on various occasion.
Q10. Shahid had a sorcerer’s ability to transmute the mundane into the magical.
What incident does the author quote to explain this?
Ans. Once Amitav Ghosh happened to accompany Iqbal, Shahid’s brother,
and Hena, his sister, on a trip to fetch him home from hospital. By that time
Shahid had already been through several unsuccessful operations. Now he
was back in hospital to undergo a surgical procedure that was intended to
relieve the pressure on his brain. His head was shaved and the shape of the
tumour was visible upon his bare scalp, its edges outlined by
metal sutures/stitches. When it was time to leave the ward a blueuniformed hospital escort arrived with a wheelchair. Shahid waved him away,
declaring that he was strong enough to walk out of the hospital on his own.
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